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tion meriting social ostracism, the punishment being often
specially directed against the fairer members of a deserter’s
household, who were made to feel that it was little short of
 criminal to be related to men professing a belief in the pithe-

’ 

coid ancestry of man. Again, the circumstances of the

signal discomfiture which Owen sustained at the hands of
Mr. Huxley in their controversy on the relative size of the

posterior ornu and hippocampus minor in the brain of man
and ape would not have weakened any reluctance which
Owen might have felt to joining a camp whose most redoubtable
combatant was the author of "Man’s Place in Nature."
Owen also had been brought up in strictly evangelical prin-
ciples and would have hesitated long and poignantly before
’abandoning dogmas and beliefs hallowed by the tenderest
associations for the extreme alternative of professing
- a thorough accord with Darwin, who when asked patheti-
cally in a letter from Lyell, "Have you nothing tc say
consolatory to the dignity of man ? replied, not in the words
of Goethe, "We bid you hope, " but in the one word
"Nothing." A life and letters of Sir Richard Owen will
’probably be soon forthcoming to tell us more than we now
know of his views on the doctrine of evolution.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
West Brighton, Jan. 2nd, 1893. W. W. J.

"SOME EFFECTS OF WOUNDS OF THE
HEART."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

’SIRS,-The annotation under the above heading which
appeared in THE LANCET of Dec. 31st, page 1521, brings under
notice one of the most important questions in medical jurispru-
dence and one around which centre many important historical
associations. In considering the subject I think the natural
.division of such wounds is&mdash;(1) Wounds of the ventricles,
:and (2) wounds of the auricles, these being subdivided into

’ 

(a) penetrating and (b) non-penetrating. Such an arrange-
ment seems to have been followed by the older writers, com-
mencing with M. Morand, whose work, "Observation sur
une Place du Caeur," was published in 1735. Gare noticed

(" Opera Omnia.," liber viii., chapter viii.) that wounds of the
ventricle cause death slowly. The great significance of this
’is dealt with and clearly shown by Beck in his Jurispru-
dence." Baron Dupuytren gives Latour’s case of "a ball
extracted from’ the right ventricle near to the apex of the
heart, and partly covered by the pericardium" six years
after the injury was inflicted. William Harvey found a bullet
in the heart of a stag. Even wounds that penetrate the
auricle are not necessarily suddenly fatal. Dr. Grace of Fife’s
case lasted two days after puncture of the right auricle, and Sur-
,geon Billy’s case-wound of the right ventricle-survived five
days, the longest period on record that I know of. Death

may, however, very suddenly result from the wound, for,
although the Due de Berry survived his injury some hours,
Xing Henry IV. died almost immediately from the stab of
the assassin Ravaillac. A very slight puncture of the
auricle may quickly cause death. Two such instances are
on record : (1) The Sardinian nobleman’s case, in 1728, at
the Court of Victor Ama,deus; and (2) that of Admiral
’Villeneuve, who on April 22nd, 1806, killed himself by
piercing the right auricle of his heart with a fine needle.
But perhaps the most remarkable case on record is that

reported in the Manitoba Lancet, vol. i., and copied by me
in my article "The Literature of Punctured and Lacerated
Wounds of the Heart, "1 in which an attempt was made to
remove by operation a needle from the interior of the right
ventricle of a medical student. The operation was unsuc-
- cessful, but the manipulation of the heart displaced the
- needle from the position in which it was causing great
- distress, and for years the patient suffered no inconvenience.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Dublin, Dec. 31st, 1892. GEORGE FOY, F.R.C.S.I.

"THE TREATMENT OF SEVERE CASES OF
CLUB-FOOT."

ROBERT JONES.

To the Editors ot THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The discussion raised by Mr. Edmund Owen’s
paper is a very interesting one and affords an opportunity of
once more advocating the forcible correction of club-foot by

1 Medical, Feb. 8th, 1888.

means of the Thomas wrench. By this instrument the most
intractable cases are materially benefited and, if properly used,
there is no occasion for slough or abrasion. I have now
treated over thirty cases of the severest types of talipes, in
patients whose ages varied from six to twenty-three years, with
most encouraging results. In some of them I have compared
the progress of excision of the astragalus of the one foot with
mere forcible wrenching of the other. In each case the
result obviously favoured the conservative method. By
stretching the foot the structures yield in the precise order
of their tension and, if carefully performed, the skin need
never be rnptured. The secret of success lies in the fre-

quent renewal of the effort before the structures have had
sufficient time to recover from the strain. Pressure upon
suitable splints should be rigorously applied in the intervals
between the stretching. It is instructive to note the

mobilising power of the wrench. A patient appears with a
foot upon which the hand can scarcely make any impression.
The wrench is applied, exercised and withdrawn. If it has
been effective the surgeon has no difficulty in freely moving
the stretched foot into positions which were before impos-
sible. Having had experience of several cases of tarsectomy,
I can confidently recommend the routine employment in
severe cases of the club-foot wrench.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Liverpool, Dec. 19th, 1892. ROBERT JONES.

MEDICAL DEFENCE SOCIETIES.

E. PETRONELL MANBY, M.D. Cantab.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS, -The steady increase in the number of members of

our two medical protection societies shows that many practi-
tioners at any rate have awakened to the importance and use-
fulness of such societies. I trust in time the numbers now
reckoned by hundreds will be reckoned by thousands. I have
been a member of one of these societies for about two years,
and I think it only right to relate a recent experience of my
own as showing that it is not only consultants and general
practitioners who may benefit by such membership, but

younger members of the profession also, on whom the cares
and anxieties of general practice have not as yet descended.
I refer to residents in hospitals and other institutions. I am
the senior resident here, and on an occasion some time ago
had to put outside a drunken patient who was creating much
disturbance and declining to leave the premises. He had a
child with him-presumably for the purpose of helping him
to find the way, he being very drunk-and in going down the
steps fell over the child on to the pavement. No complaint
of injury was then made, but next day the man appeared
again, saying he was suffering from a fractured wrist and
bruised elbow," and wanting to know "what I was going to
do for him. " On my replying, I I Nothing, " he said he would
make me I pay for it, " and the next day I received a solicitor’s
letter demanding damages and costs under threat of issue of
writ. I knew the injuries named could not have been done
at the time of the fall, if at all, and I found on inquiry that
he had been treated at the Royal Southern Hospital for very
slight bruises of the elbow only. I communicated with the
Medical Defence Union and by return of post received a reply
stating that as the man had declined to leave the dispensary
I was quite justified in using reasonable force to put him out,
and that the Union would be prepared to defend me in any
action which might be taken against me. Our solicitor was
instructed to write to this man’s solicitor offering to accept
service of writ on my behalf, but from that day to this we
have heard nothing more of the case. That is now four
months ago, and I am therefore justified in assuming that
the attempt has been foiled by the prompt action of the
Union. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

E. PETRO NELL MANBY, M.D. Cantab.
South Dispensary, Liverpool, Jan. 2nd, 1893.

"ON THE DIAGNOSIS OF THE DIFFERENT
FORMS OF PROSTATIC ENLARGEMENT."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Will you allow me to trespass on your space for the
last time by quoting a portion of a letter Mr. C. Mansell
Moullin sent to me in June last when returning my instru-
ment. He says :- "I am much obliged to you......and am
exceedingly pleased with the instrument......but I will try
some modifications." The logical deductions are obvious,


